
BACK TO SCHOOL SOLON

REOPENING PLANS and PARENT CHOICES for 2020-21



PLANNING 
PROCESS



PUTTING 
OUR 

SOLON 
STUDENTS 

FIRST…

This reopening plan represents the culmination 
of months of discussion and planning. It 
considers the input of our district stakeholders, 
including parents, teachers, administrators and 
the community as well as guidelines and advice 
from national, state and local public health 
experts. 
Importantly, this plan respects the role of 
parents in making the best choices for 
their children’s education and family 
situations.
Please read the presentation in its entirety. 
There are important decisions and action 
steps families must make for each of their 
Solon students based on the information 
presented.



OUR GOAL I S  CREATING 
A  SUSTA INABLE  

LEARNING MODEL  
BUILT  ON THE  

FOUNDATIONAL 
STRENGTHS  OF  OUR 

EX IST ING 
EDUC ATIONAL 

PROGRAM. 

TWO OVER-ARCHING 
GOALS  GUIDED OUR 
PLANNING PROCESS :

Prioritizing the health and well-being of 
our students and staff.

Ensuring students receive the same high-
quality instruction whether they access 
their learning in a classroom or from 
home.



INPUT 
FROM 

FAMILIES

We know from family feedback and 
our experience educating children 
that students need to be 
connected to their teachers and 
peers throughout the school day. 

With that in mind, the plan provides 
consistency and high-quality 
instruction to meet students’ 
educational, physical and social-
emotional needs. 



ALL-IN WITH VIRTUAL OPTION
The f irst day of c lasses for the 2020-21 school year wi l l  be August 
26th.  This delayed star t wi l l  g ive our teachers and staf f  the t ime 
they need to make necessary physical  bui lding changes and 
curriculum adjustments as wel l  as engage in professional  
development for a new in-person and vir tual  instruct ional  model .

Students wil l  attend school every scheduled school day 
Monday-Friday.

Parents selecting the virtual option must commit to a full  
semester.

We understand that fami ly decis ions about their chi ldren’s return 
to school are deeply personal and require balancing a wide range 
of considerat ions. This is why our plan rel ies on the f lexibil ity 
for parents to determine the option they believe is best 
for each of their children. 



FAMILIES HAVE TWO OPTIONS:
IN-SCHOOL OR VIRTUAL LEARNING

1

IN-SCHOOL LEARNING
Multiple layers of protection to minimize risks of 
virus transmission.
With any necessary modifications for safety, students 
participate in all daily activities at school, including 
specials and electives.
Student will receive in person learning with Solon 
Teachers.

VIRTUAL LEARNING 
Semester-long commitment. Parents choosing 
this option are committing to virtual learning for at 
least the 1st semester.
Students will be assigned to classroom teachers and 
participate in class virtually with their teachers and 
peers. 
Students will follow the daily schedule of their peers 
who are at school.
Live daily interaction with their Solon teachers.
Parents will need to partner with their child’s 
teachers to support the at-home learning.



STUDENTS WILL 
HAVE A 

STRUCTURED DAY 
WITH BOTH THE 

ALL-IN AND 
VIRTUAL OPTION

• All Solon students will follow the same daily class 
period schedule regardless of whether they are in 
school or at home. 

• Teachers will facilitate lessons and learning with 
students in the classroom and via Google Meet with 
their students participating virtually. 

• Students will receive instruction in a variety of ways: 
whole class, small group and one-on-one learning with 
teachers and peers. 

• Substitutes will receive dedicated training to allow for 
instructional continuity and adherence to safety 
protocols.  

• Although we have worked to keep the core of daily 
learning as close to what it was prior to COVID-19, 
adjustments to the content and instructional day will 
be necessary to facilitate regular cleaning and student 
and staff handwashing and sanitizing through the day. 



COMMITMENT 
TO 

IN-SCHOOL 
SAFETY

• For our students and staff who 
will be returning to the school 
buildings, our commitment is 
minimizing possible risks 
associated with COVID-19 to the 
fullest extent possible while 
simultaneously providing a 
positive and enriching 
learning environment. 

• We will do this by implementing 
multiple layers of protection 
during the school day that 
maximize student and staff health.



AT-SCHOOL SAFETY:
LAYERS OF PROTECTION

Layer 1: Before School Student and Staff Screening

Layer 2: Increased Handwashing and Facility Sanitization Protocols

Layer 3: Face Coverings

Layer 4: Physical Barriers

Layer 5: Physical Distancing



LAYER 1: BEFORE SCHOOL STAFF AND 
STUDENT HEALTH SCREENING

Our first and most critical layer of protection starts at home. 

Staff must perform a symptom self-check prior to arriving at school. If a staff member is exhibiting any 
symptoms related to COVID-19, they will not report to work.

Parents must screen their children for symptoms related to COVID-19, including an elevated temperature 
of 100.4 or higher, prior to sending students to school.  A checklist and protocols will be provided to 
families. 



LAYER 2: INCREASED HANDWASHING AND 
FACILITY SANITIZING PROTOCOLS

On our buses and at school, we are implementing significant sanitizing protocols that include, but 
are not limited to:

Regular handwashing and use of hand sanitizers throughout the day.

New nightly cleaning protocols that will sanitize each room completely.

Bus, classroom and bathroom sanitization throughout the day and each night. 

Desk, playground and common surface cleaning between each class period and transition.

Increased training for staff, including substitutes, on safety protocols.  



LAYER 3: FACE 

Public health guidelines are clear that face masks are an essential component of any strategy to 
mitigate the transmission of COVID-19 and open schools. Face masks and shields are a 
mandatory requirement for returning to school in person. 

All employees and students in grades K-12 will be required to wear face masks when attending 
school, including recess, and other activities.

Preschool students, teachers and students who have specific medical or other considerations that 
prevent them from wearing mask would wear a face shield. 

No individual will be allowed in school buildings or on school buses without a face covering.



LAYER 4: PHYSICAL BARRIERS

In addition to face coverings, each student and teacher desk will have a clear plastic shield installed 
to further aid in minimizing transmission. 

Clear plastic shields will be installed in any common areas where students may eat or drink to 
further aid in minimizing transmission.

These barriers will be sanitized along with desks and other surfaces throughout the day and again 
each night.



LAYER 5: PHYSICAL DISTANCING

Every effort will be made to maximize physical distancing (3 ft.) throughout the school, in 
classrooms and on buses.  This will include:

Classroom and shared space reconfiguration.

Changes in transitions between classes and during activities within the school buildings.

Transportation changes to rider eligibility and procedures to reduce the number of students on a 
bus. 

Visitors to all school buildings will be restricted to limit the potential for exposure for students and 
staff.



SOCIAL 
EMOTIONAL 

SUPPORT

• Social-emotional support for students and staff is more 
important than ever. 

• To help address anxiety, fears and uncertainty, our district and 
school teams are building in more time and opportunities for 
social-emotional support. 

• These opportunities will include all students, whether they are 
learning in school or from home, and are the same types of 
stress reducing, executive function, growth mindset and 
mindfulness activities our teachers had been incorporating 
into students’ days prior to the onset of COVID-19. 

• Additionally, we will provide resources to help families reassure 
their children and foster a sense of positivity, safety and 
security.   



TRANSPORTATION



TRANSPORTATION

As noted in the explanation for our layers of 
protection, important changes to our 
transportation procedures must be made this 
year. 

These decisions were not arrived at lightly and 
reflect the need to create as much physical 
distancing as possible on our buses. 

We apologize in advance for the challenges 
these changes create, but it is imperative that 
we extend our parent transport zones and 
limit stops so that we can maximize student 
safety and minimize ridership. 



PARENT TRANSPORTATION ZONES

• While the state minimum requirement for parent 
transport zones is 2 miles from school, as a 
temporary measure for this year, we will still stay 
below the minimum but set our parent 
responsibility transport zones at 1 mile from the 
school for students in grades 5-12 and .5 mile for 
students in grades K-4. (The distance is measured 
as the most direct route the bus drives.) 

• Students within a 1-mile or .5-mile radius of our 
schools will not have bus transportation to or 
from school this year. 

• Please see the linked street listing for addresses 
and streets that are within the parent transport 
zone for this year.

.5 mile from the 
school K-4

1 mile from the 
school5-12



ONE STOP MORNING AND 
AFTERNOON

• To help ensure the same group of students is 
riding the same bus each day, we are reducing 
the number of pick-up and drop-off locations 
for each student.

• Each student will have one pick-up location in 
the morning to school and one drop-off 
location in the afternoon from school. 

• These locations may be the student’s assigned 
bus stop or a day care provider. There will 
be no bus passes to ride home to a friend’s 
house after school.



OPT IN FOR BUS TRANSPORTATION

We are asking parents who want their child to 
ride the bus this year to OPT IN to Solon 

Schools Transportation.
If you want your child to ride the bus and you 

live outside of the parent transport zone,
YOU MUST COMPLETE THE

Bus OPT IN Transportation Form: 
https://forms.gle/4EWbnup1FpWio3RPA

Please complete a separate online form for 
each of your children.

For this year, the default for each 
student will be no transportation. 

Please help us create safe and efficient routes 
by letting us know if you want your child to 

ride the bus by Friday, July 24. 
If you do not complete the form, your 
child will not have a seat on the bus.
Based on the responses received, if we are 
able to add students who live within the 
parent transport zones, we will do so. 

https://forms.gle/4EWbnup1FpWio3RPA


TEMPORARY TRANSPORTATION CHANGES 
ARE A PARTNERSHIP WITH FAMILIES

• Like so many of the other necessary adaptations and 
adjustments for the coming school year, the expansion of the 
parent transport zones and one-stop protocols require a 
partnership with families. 

• Students will have assigned seats and siblings at the same 
school will sit together on the bus. 

• The changes will help us maximize the number of 
students we can get to school every day on a bus with 
layers of protection: face masks, hand sanitization and 
physical distance. 

• It is our goal to return back to our normal operations when 
we reach the end of this pandemic. We appreciate your 
support and understanding as we navigate these difficult and 
trying times. 



FULLY REMOTE 
CONTINGENCY 
PLAN: 
ALL STUDENTS 
LEARN FROM 
HOME 



• Our remote learning model is enhanced from what students 
participated in during the fourth quarter of 2020 and is built on the 
direct teaching described above for virtual learning. 

• It may be necessary for a class, team, or an entire school to 
move to remote learning if the situation warrants it.

• If your child’s class, classes or schools move to remote learning, they 
will follow a set schedule and will participate in the remote 
learning in the same way the students who opted for the 
virtual option had already been doing.

• The remote learning contingency is ready when we need it at any 
time this year. 

• We hope that will not be the case, but we stand ready if COVID-19 
prevalence in our area warrants a shift to fully remote  instruction at 
any point this year for the health and safety of students and staff 
members. 

• Looking ahead, please be sure to create back-up and contingency 
plans for your family in case a shift to remote learning is warranted.  

REMOTE 
LEARNING 

MODEL



NEXT STEPS: 
ACTION NEEDED 



WHAT PARENTS DO NEXT

• Please stay safe this summer and follow all 
recommended public health guidance.  
Adhering to safety protocols now and when 
students return to school will help keep our 
community healthy and increase our ability to 
keep students in school. 

• Complete the Transportation OPT IN Form 
for each of your students in the Solon Schools by 
July 24.

• Complete the In-School or Virtual Learning 
Parent Choice Form for each of your students 
in the Solon Schools by July 31. (The schools  
need parents to make a semester-long 
commitment to complete the classroom 
placement and class schedule process for all 
students.)

• Help or encourage your children to practice 
wearing a face mask this summer.  This will help 
your child become more acclimated to wearing a 
protective face covering prior to the start of 
school. 



LINKS TO FORMS!

• Transportation OPT IN Form by July 24: 
https://forms.gle/4EWbnup1FpWio3RPA

• In-School or Virtual Learning Parent Choice Form 
by July 31:

https://forms.gle/cXdD4nNKMJKKxN2D6

https://forms.gle/4EWbnup1FpWio3RPA
https://forms.gle/cXdD4nNKMJKKxN2D6


CONTINUAL 
COMMUNICATION 

WITH FAMILIES

• We will continue to share information and 
more specific details about the school day at 
each building, such as lunch, recess and extra-
curricular activities, over the next few weeks.

• Our administrative team, together with our 
technology and curriculum teams, continue to 
work on building and implementing the Back 
to School Solon program in comprehensive 
detail to create the safest and most engaging 
learning environment for all students. 

• Your continued ongoing partnership and 
shared responsibility will be critical as we 
move into this new school year. 

• There will undoubtedly be some 
disappointments along the way, but everyone 
in the Solon Schools community will do 
whatever it takes to put our students first. 
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